
Sports, Culture & Lifelong Learning 

Sports & Leisure

There are over 60 organisations and clubs in the Lyme Area offering a wide range of opportunities and activities for participation, many of them relating to sports, the arts and leisure.

Among the sports organisations and clubs are the Football Club, Golf Club, Sailing Club, Bowling Club and Power Boat Club, and now community access to sessions at Woodroffe School.  Darts and skittles leagues take place in local pubs. 

Neighbouring Charmouth has in addition, a bowls club, tennis club and village halls, while Uplyme has Uplyme and Lyme Regis Cricket Club, a football club, tennis courts and a village hall and playing fields.

Outdoor leisure facilities in Lyme Regis include playing fields and public amenity areas such as the seafront, beaches, gardens plus many footpaths.

Arts

On the arts side, there are the Pantomime Society, Operatic Society, Dramatic Society, Community Players, and Youth Theatre. Lyme is fortunate to have a library and also a cinema showing current films. The Marine Theatre and Town Mill provide a varied programme of events as well as being available as venues. 

The long established Jazz Festival has been joined more recently by Arts Fest and the Fossil Festival, both of which are trying to become self-sufficient (i.e. not need grant-funding). There is a weeklong Regatta & Carnival week, and Lifeboat week. 

Young People have provision offered by the Baptist Church, InSparation, and Club for Young People. 

Other event venues include the Woodmead Halls, the Masonic Hall, and the Guildhall, Woodroffe School, and St Michael’s Church.

 However, the expansion of facilities and construction of a sports centre or a leisure centre, which other local towns have, is made difficult, if not impossible, by the geography of the town.  

There has long been a demand for a full-sized pitch for the Lyme Regis Football Club, so that they may compete in a higher league and have facilities for all their teams to play. 

Calls for a permanent skate park over the past 15 years have still not been met although a BMX track in the Anning Road playing fields is imminent, all permissions having been given with funding in place.

Lifelong Learning

Lifelong Learning provision, (referring to out-of-fulltime-school learning) in the local area includes: the Community Learning Centre at Lymenet which offers a wide range of ICT courses; adult education courses at the Woodroffe School; a fairly recently established yet vibrant Jurassic Coast U3A (University of the Third Age) which is also providing valuable social links for its students; and lecture programmes by the Museum, the Lyme Regis Society and the Action Forum.

Our Vision

Lyme Regis to be a place offering a wide choice of cultural, extended learning and sports opportunities, creating a cohesive community area where promotion of health, creativity and the achievement of personal potential are fostered in an overall context of enjoyment. 

Our Aims

1. To make the most of what we have; to achieve and then share enhanced provision across the local area in response to identified needs.

2. To ensure the availability of a wide range of sports/learning/cultural activities to give choice and variety, ensuring participation is enjoyable and rewarding.

3. To maximise the potential of festivals and events to benefit the town, community and visitors, economic, educational and cultural.

Our Objectives (2007-2010)

(Link to Aim number shown in brackets)

1. To establish a co-ordinated approach to sports, leisure and lifelong learning provision across the wider community area, with special emphases that benefit both the broader picture as well as smaller communities, organisations and groups. (1)

2. Address health and well-being aspects alongside pleasure in sports and fitness activities. (2)

3. To maximise the opportunities for people of all abilities and experience to realise their personal potential through all activities, with coaching, tutoring, group support as required. (2)

4. Support through a package of measures, including improved marketing, existing sports/culture/learning providers, organisations and faciliies where possible, building on current provision. (1,3)

5. Work to secure funding for existing facilities/organisations where the need for provision is demonstrable. (1,2)

6. Where there is a proven shortfall in current provision, to establish strategies for the development of new facilities. (1,2)

Some Achievements over the last 4 years

· Turn Lyme Green launched, many successes including  reducing plastic bag use (and gaining award for animated film made in conjunction with St Michaels Primary School), Pride of Place award, championing farmers’ markets, community orchard, transition towns and energy savings, and Garden Share project.  Sample educational/fun event : TLG teamed up with Dorset County Council to host a Love Food Hate Waste event on Sat 29th Nov 08. It was held at the Baptist Church Halls at the top of Broad Street. There were stalls, cafe and cookery events, and demonstrations by local chefs and lots of great ideas to encourage people to look at food shopping and cooking in a different way.  This will help them to then go on and shop locally, save money, reduce waste, and feed themselves and their family with healthy nutritional food
· St Michael’s school now has a Breakfast Club and provides hot lunches.
· Meetings have been held with parents of children with disabilities living in Lyme Regis to ascertain their needs as regards their being able to access activities with other children.
· Lymeforward organised an event in conjunction with Age Concern and POPPs  looking at resurrecting the Older Peoples Partnership to replace the Action Forum that is currently suspended. A valuable and constructive event, with information and stalls from several partners including POPPs, Community Transport, Active Life and Food Links and LymeNet amongst others. Volunteers were recruited for several projects and interested people in attending future events.

· Following the Over 50s event, working with Food Links, POPPS and Magna to create an Over 50s Lunch Club with its first meal happening on Friday the 14th January 2011 at Lyme Regis Baptist Church. This is an exciting development is now continuing on a monthly basis

· A meeting with WDDC’s Technical Services and District Cllr Michael Robinson which resolved many of the issues over using WDDC car parks and their community spaces in Lyme Regis for town events

· A public meeting held at Woodmead Halls started the coordinated effort to save the library in Lyme Regis.
· Food Bank – we are currently investigating the need for this project

· Befriending Scheme – We are currently working with POPPs to create a befriending Scheme in Lyme Regis

· established Lyme Regis Gig Club as sports and recreational opportunity for local people to participate in the healthy sport of sea rowing. 
· Town has Run Annual Fossil Festivals and ArtsFests as well as long-standing LifeBoat & Carnival weeks. 

· Town continued to run the successful Football clubs 

· Several new regular courses, eg Pilates, Dancing have been established and are thriving.
· Museum and Town Mill complex are thriving.
· LymeForward successfully applied for numerous supportive grants.

· Very few serious  crime issues raised at PACT meetings
· Fire Service now judges Lyme Regis one of the safest areas

· At least 2 of our churches very involved with community. 


























































