Youth

1.1 Our vision

We want Lyme and the surrounding area to have a sustainable demographic base, to become more young-people friendly and thus more appealing for young people to want to stay in, or return to, Lyme Regis as adults. 

1.2 Our aims

1. To ensure that our young people are healthy, safe, and able to enjoy their lives.

2. To ensure that despite our geographic isolation, young people have the access to educational, training and recreational facilities needed to allow them to develop to their full potential.

3. To enable all to make a positive contribution to society and to achieve economic well-being.

4. To ensure parents and carers are supported in achieving the above.
5. To  maximise mutual understanding and respect across the age ranges within the community.
2 Youth: Our objectives (2007-2010)

1. Develop, with major funders, a youth strategy to help secure the long-term financial future of projects that benefit young people in the town and surrounding area. 

2. Work with agencies, community and voluntary organisations interacting with young people in and around Lyme Regis to ensure that: young people are effectively involved and consulted on how services to them can be better delivered; services are co-ordinated and well-managed; best practice ‘child safety’ procedures are in place; and advice and guidance on issues of concern to young people are available. 

3. Ensure that good, well-used, dedicated facility (facilities) exists for the provision of wrap-around child-care and services for all young people up the age of 12 and their parents. 

4. Work with schools, parents and caterers to ensure that accessible healthy eating options exist for young people both in and out of school. 

5. Establish space for young people (e.g. skate park) where they can be at ease amongst themselves. 

6. Provide and support accessible training and employment for young people to acquire appropriate skills and expertise that will enable them to earn a living within the local community if they wish to. 

7. Work with housing agencies, developers and property owners to ensure that appropriate low cost social and affordable flats and houses that are accessible to young people are available. 

8. Establish opportunities for members of the community of all ages and backgrounds to meet and share their experiences and to promote the contribution made by young people to the life of the Town in a positive manner. 

3 What we have achieved…….. PLEASE ADD TO THE LIST

· Established Strategic Partnership with Dorset County Council Youth Service to work together for the better delivery of services to young people in Lyme Regis and surrounding areas.

· Established Development Group including young people to advise on the development of services to young people. 

· Conducted needs analysis amongst local young people, the community and those delivering services and providing opportunities to establish their needs and how they might be incorporated into new facility.   

· Purchased the former Boys Club building and working with Dorset County Council Youth Services, Woodroffe School and Lyme Regis Town Council to develop a well resourced multiuse facility.

· Established a programme of activities for young people over the summer.

· Worked to establish Lyme Regis Children’s Centre as one stop shop for young people up to the age of 12, their parents and guardians and those that deliver services to them.

