LYME REGIS COMMUNITY PLAN

NOTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 7TH SEPTEMBER 2011

HOusing

Chairmen:
The Mayor, Cllr Ms. S. Holman and Mrs W. Davies (LymeForward)

Present:
Ms. E. Austin (LymeForward), Cllr Ms. R. Austin, Mr. R. Edmonds (Jurassic Coast Team), Mr. P. Evans (View From Lyme Regis), Ms. M. Godwin (Lyme Regis Museum), Cllr Mrs. L. Jenkin, Mrs. A. Mullins (Lyme Regis News), Cllr T. O’Grady, Mr. K. Shaw, Cllr G. Symonds, Cllr Ms. A. Williams, Mr. S. Williams and three other attendees
Housing

· Mr. K. Shaw apprised those present of the progress under the housing theme since the local area plan was produced, this had included immense amounts of ground work and preparation to develop a clear understanding of the housing situation and need in the town

· The town should be involve in the development of new Neighbourhood Plans in regards to affordable housing

· Developments were being made on the Woodmead affordable/social rented housing project

· A planning application for the piece of land near the medical centre was to be submitted later in 2011.  This land was currently designated for B1 employment use and representatives from LymeForward had attended a West Dorset District Council planning meeting when an application was submitted previously to support a change of use for the land as the housing need was greater than the need for B1 employment land in that location.  It was felt that the town would need to support this case once again when the new plans were submitted.

· There were concerns that changes to government plans would mean that rents for social housing would have to increase because social housing providers would have to fund any new developments themselves

· The term ‘local’ with regards to social housing had been clarified and a policy was now in place with regards to the allocation of social housing within the town

· Further consideration needed to be given to the possibility of social housing remaining available for social renting in perpetuity

· Although social and affordable rented accommodation was a priority there was also a need for affordable bought properties to enable people to progress from renting if their circumstances allowed.  The shared equity scheme should be considered further.

· A community land trust could be initiated although this may need to be managed by a paid employee rather than a volunteer

· A survey could be undertaken of empty or abandoned properties

· There was a scheme whereby second homes could be let to local families if they were not being used and were just being held as an investment

· There was a need for more three-bed properties

· The town was working with other local authorities on changing the development boundary

· The Queens Walk housing development had opened since the local area plan was published
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