LYME REGIS COMMUNITY PLAN

NOTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 7TH SEPTEMBER 2011

ENVIRONMENT 

Chairmen:
The Mayor, Cllr Ms. S. Holman and Mrs W. Davies (LymeForward)

Present:
Ms. E. Austin (LymeForward), Cllr Ms. R. Austin, Mr. R. Edmonds (Jurassic Coast Team), Mr. P. Evans (View From Lyme Regis), Ms. M. Godwin (Lyme Regis Museum), Cllr Mrs. L. Jenkin, Mrs. A. Mullins (Lyme Regis News), Cllr T. O’Grady, Mr. K. Shaw, Cllr G. Symonds, Cllr Ms. A. Williams, Mr. S. Williams and three other attendees
Thos present were advised of corrections required to the notes of the previous meeting.

Environment

· Lack of leaders for environment groups, there are people willing to be involved but they did not have the time to commit to running a group

· Some aspects of the Environment theme were managed by the Town Council’s Operational Management Sub-Committee such as the bathing water quality (meetings were being held with the Environment Agency, South West Water and West Dorset District Council on this matter) and discussing which authority was responsible for the maintenance of the river and river banks.  Mrs. W. Davies added that volunteers had offered to clear the river banks before but their help had been refused on health and safety grounds.

· The “tatty corners” of the town should be dealt with

· The community orchard had been tended after the previous incident of vandalism and progress continued on this project, however other pieces of land for a few trees were being sought, these should be close to town

· Farmers markets, Country markets and Smallholder markets were being held in the new market area in the Marine Parade Shelters

· The town park & ride services were discussed with those present suggesting that the service be extended in duration.  It was advised that the service had to be commercially viable for operators, but the Town Council could discuss this further at a future meeting.

· Environmental matters were not at the top of agendas in these difficult financial times unless there were people willing to take the lead on projects.  It was suggested that volunteers could be sought through the Town Council newsletter.

· Those present discussed that meaning of the term ”sustainable development” was not clarified in the plan

· It was suggested that objective 1 be removed from the list as it would be too difficult to achieve and therefore the more ‘practical’ objectives should be retained

· The increasing number of photovoltaic panels on properties was highlighted and it was suggested that the Town Council would need to discuss a policy with regards to planning applications for these installations
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